Brain tumors, malpractice, and optometry.
Intracranial tumors affecting the visual system are a source of malpractice claims involving optometrists. Signs and symptoms of disease, such as papilledema, optic atrophy, decreased visual acuity, headache, loss of visual field, acute onset incomitant strabismus, and gradually worsening coordination, should prompt optometrists to rule out the possibility of an underlying intracranial lesion. Appropriate optometric and medical evaluation should be provided. Co-management of care with other health care practitioners should be scrupulously coordinated and documented.